Date: January xx, 2026

From: 
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, State, ZIP Code]

To: 
Sen. Manka Dhingra, Chair
Washington Senate Law & Justice Committee
P.O. Box 40466
Olympia, WA 98504-0466

Re: Community Support for SB 6017 - Crime Victim Bill of Rights

I am writing to express my support for Senate Bill 6017, which offer greater protections for survivors of sexual violence by making Washington’s legal system more trauma-informed and survivor-centered. Washington can and must do more to protect the rights of victims of sexual violence, crimes that disproportionately impact American Indian and Alaska Native women.

This legislation will expand survivors’ rights and access to services, and allow judges in sexual assault or domestic violence cases the discretion to appoint a designee to cross-examine victims and ask any questions on behalf of self-representing defendant. The recent case of convicted serial rapist Redwolf Pope, who kept Indigenous victims on the stand for days, illustrates the need to pass this bill to protect Native women and all victims. 

Nationally, Native women are 2.5 times more likely to be raped or a victim of sexual assault. In a survey of 148 Native women in Seattle, the Urban Indian Health Board found that 139 (94%) of them had been raped or coerced at some point in their lives. Shockingly, only 1 in 5 victims reported their first attacks to police, and only 8% of those resulted in a conviction. 

These numbers show not only the wide gap in violence faced by Native women, but also the gaps in achieving justice and holding perpetrators accountable. SB 6017 will close those gaps by empowering survivors in their pursuit for justice. 

SB 6017 will protect victims of sexual violence and has the potential to be a national model. Your leadership and commitment to addressing this issue can make a profound difference in the lives of countless individuals and families. 

Sincerely, 

[name]

cc:
Sen. Yasmin Trudeau, Vice Chair
Sen. Jeff Holy, Ranking Member
Sen. Phil Fortunato
Sen. John Lovick
Sen. Jesse Salomon
Sen. Nikki Torres
Sen. Javier Valdez
