SIHB SB 6017 Talking Points for Partners

SB 6017: Supporting crime victims and witnesses by promoting victim-centered, trauma-informed responses.

Sponsors: Orwall, Dhingra, Nobles, Wilson, C.
Companion bill: HB 2493

· SB 6017 fixes a significant flaw in Washington’s justice system to better protect victims of sexual assault and domestic violence. 

· Through this critical amendment to the Crime Victim Bill of Rights, a judge has discretion to prevent direct cross-examination of a victim by a perpetrator acting as their own lawyer (pro se defendant). 

· Judges may appoint a designee to ask any and all questions by a pro se defendant. No additional limitations on the defendant are included.

· For victims, the trial process can cause trauma on top of trauma and this amendment helps protect them against that.

· It’s not common for defendants to represent themselves. In the past three years in King County, this amendment would apply to just four cases.

· While rare, this bill provides a critical fix to a flawed system that creates further trauma to victims of crimes that include rape, molestation, intimate partner violence, and stalking.

· In one recent King County case, a convicted serial rapist who acted as his own lawyer subjected his victims to multiple days on the stand under cross-examination. 

· This amendment to the Crime Victim Bill of Rights helps prevent further trauma to victims of sexual assault and domestic violence while preserving a defendant’s right to question accusers. 

· We are grateful to Senator Orwall for her ongoing commitment to victims in Washington state. 






